
Welcome to Ash Class
Autumn Term 2026

Curriculum information for parents



Class teacher – Mrs Stephenson

Support staff – Mrs Hindle, Mrs Moloney and Ms Nas

Staff working with your children



School Mission Statement

Growing in knowledge and in the love of Jesus.

This underpins all that we do at St Martin of Porres
Catholic Primary School. 



School Mission

With our school Mission Statement we are all one family.  
We show this with our school uniform which we hope 

the children wear with pride. 

https://www.stmartinofporres.co.uk/School-Uniform/

https://www.stmartinofporres.co.uk/School-Uniform/


https://www.stmartinofporres.co.uk/School-Uniform/

All items highlighted in 
blue below must be 
purchased from our 
school supplier. All 
other items can be 
bought elsewhere.
The school have regular 
second hand uniform 
sales. Please check on 
the Friends of St Martin 
website pages at -
http://www.stmartino

fporres.co.uk/Parents/
Friends-of-St-Martin-
s/

https://www.stmartinofporres.co.uk/School-Uniform/
http://www.stmartinofporres.co.uk/Parents/Friends-of-St-Martin-s/


https://www.stmartinofporres.co.uk/School-Uniform/

https://www.stmartinofporres.co.uk/School-Uniform/


Class Timetable



This term at a glance

• Communication, language and personal development

• Phonics and early reading through Read Write Inc.

• Writing, including focus texts and sentence development

• Maths: number, shape, measurement and problem-solving foundations

• Understanding the World: plants, the human body, senses, nursing and our local area

• RE: Creation and Covenant; Prophecy and Promise

• PE: gymnastics, dance, games and teamwork

• Year 1 Computing: equipment, navigation and online safety

A broad, practical curriculum across Reception and Year 1



• Children will get to know the classroom and the key adults who support them.

• They will learn the rules and routines of the Reception day, including class prayers and 
welcome songs.

• During free choice, children will select resources and try activities independently.

• Communication and language: developing listening and attention, expressing needs 
using words and simple sentences, and practising good listening behaviours.

• Physical development: fine and gross motor skills, pincer grip activities, and self-care 
such as independent toileting and handwashing.

Reception: settling in & growing independence



Phonics & early reading

• Children learn sounds and the corresponding letters/letter groups using picture prompts.

• They learn to blend sounds to read words and use 'Fred Talk' to sound out words.

• Children read lively stories using words they have learnt to sound out and answer 'Find It' and 
'Prove It' questions.

• They learn to write the graphemes representing the 44 sounds and build from words to simple, 
increasingly complex sentences.

• At home: practise pure sounds and blending. Example: c–a–t → cat.

• Green words can be sounded out; Red words, such as 'the', need to be recognised by sight



Writing

Different starting points, with progress across the term
First half term focus texts: Where the wild things are, Naughty Bus and Cave Baby,

• Reception: mark making, pre-writing patterns, name writing and initial sound labelling.

• Year 1: correct letter formation, phonics-based spelling, simple sentences, capital letters, finger spaces and 
full stops.

• Year 1 will practise saying sentences before writing, using adjectives and descriptive language, and checking 
their own writing.

• Second half term focus texts: It Was a Cold, Dark Night, Three Little Pigs and The Gingerbread Man.

• Reception: name writing, initial sound labelling and CVC words.

• Year 1: longer sentences, joining ideas, story characters/settings/sequences, and conjunctions such as 'and' 
and 'because'.



Maths

Building confidence with number, shape and measurement
• Reception: recite numbers to 10 in order and represent numbers in different ways.

• Reception: recognise simple shapes and patterns.

• Reception: compare objects by size and develop measurement language through practical 
activities such as cooking and water play.

• Children will use equipment such as scales, measuring jugs and spoons.

• Year 1: place value within 10.

• Year 1: addition and subtraction within 10, including number bonds to 10.

• Year 1: 2D and 3D shapes.



Understanding the World

Science, history and geography through real-world exploration

• Science: Plants — parts of a plant, what plants need to grow, and observing change 
from seed to plant.

• Science: Human Body & Senses — body parts, the five senses and simple 
investigations.

• History: Nurses — the role of nurses, Florence Nightingale, and how nursing and 
hospitals have changed over time.

• Geography: Our Local Area — familiar places, buildings, roads and landmarks using 
simple maps and photographs.

• Children will explore both human and physical features of their local environment.



Religious Education

Stories, promises and the Advent season

• Creation and Covenant: the story of Noah, focusing on God's promise (covenant) 
with Noah and all creatures, symbolised by the rainbow.

• Children will explore how the opening stories of Genesis speak about humanity's 
relationship with God; the Noah story is taught as a faith story rather than a 
historical event.

• Prophecy and Promise: learning about the liturgical season of Advent and the 
Nativity narrative through the Gospel of Luke.



PE & Computing

Practical skills, teamwork and safe technology use

• PE: two sessions each week, on Monday and Wednesday.

• One PE session will be led by PE specialists.

• Topics include gymnastics and dance, with games and teamwork elements.

• Children must wear their PE kit into school.

• Year 1 Computing: learning about computer equipment and rules for use.

• Year 1: developing mouse control, screen navigation and simple drawing skills.

• Year 1: learning about technology in everyday life and how to stay safe online.



How families can support learning at home

• Homework is set every Friday and should be returned by Wednesday.

• Year 1 weekly spellings: practise daily and write some sentences.

• Additional home-learning tasks will be set each half term and can be brought into 
school when completed.

• Please read with your child, preferably each night for around five minutes if possible.

• Please support your child with homework and reading.

• Please label all of your child's belongings so misplaced items can be returned.



Routines in Key Stage EYFS

• The school day starts at 8:45 (soft start)
• The register is taken at 8:55
• Break time is 10:15-10:30
• Lunch time is 12:00 – 13:00
• End of the day is 3:20pm 



Parent Checklist

☐ Label all clothing and personal belongings.

☐Make sure your child has their PE kit and wears it on Mondays and Wednesdays.

☐ Read together regularly — ideally for five minutes each night.

☐ Support homework and return it by Wednesday.

☐ For Year 1, practise weekly spellings daily and use them in sentences.

☐ Encourage your child to talk about what they have learned and to practise 
sounds/blending at home.



Thank you for your time.

Any questions?


